CHAPTER  VIII
THE LATER TOUNGOO DYNASTY
(1600-1753)
THE dissolution of the kingdom of Tabinshwehti and Bayin-
naung was only temporary. Away in the north the Nyaungyan
Prince, a son of Bayinnaung, held Ava and planned to restore
the monarchy of his father. In a series of preliminary cam-
paignshe reduced the Shan states of Mogaung, Mohnyin, Bhamo,
Mone, Yaunghwe and HsenwL But on the way home from
Hsenwi in 1605 he died leaving his vigorous son Anaukpetlun
to carry on his work. Anaukpetlun, having established his rule
firmly in the north, proceeded to conquer the south, Prome fell
to him in 1607, Toungoo in 1610. Then Syriam under Felipe
de Brito became his chief objective.
De Brito in the meantime had been to Goa to lay his plans
before the Viceroy. He received a niece of the Viceroy in
marriage, the official blessing on his enterprise, and some
reinforcements. During his absence the place had to withstand
repeated Burmese and Arakanese attacks. At first after his
return success seemed assured. In league with the Mon chief of
Martaban, a vassal of Ayuthia, he began extensive military
operations, made a daring and successful attack on Toungoo
and challenged Anaukpetlun. But he had over-reached himself.
The stranglehold which he maintained over foreign trade, by
forcing it all to pass through Syriam, was strongly resented;
even more so his systematic pillage of rich Buddhist shrines.
With more support from Goa he still might have held out; but
Goa could not afford it. In 1613 Anaukpetlun laid siege to
Syriam and took it. De Brito was impaled after the Burmese
fashion for criminals and died after two days of agony. His
Portuguese followers were sent up country to Payeinma, and
were later settled in villages between the Chindwin and Mu
rivers, where for long afterwards they formed a Christian
community, the bayingyi, with their own Catholic priests. They
were enrolled in the Royal Guard as musketeers and gunners.
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